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Introduction 
Havana Park District’s Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2020 – 2030 was created primarily to guide 
community development of parks and facilities and secondarily associated recreational activities.  The Master 
Plan process is essential to understand the public’s demand and need for the community for park and 
recreational facilities. Havana Park District is carefully planning for their future by assessing the needs of its 
constituents.  

This plan was developed to guide and shape the future of the Havana Park District’s parks and facilities. This 
plan will serve as a guide for the District’s elected officials, staff and public to conceive and define the future 
direction of the infrastructure of its parks. This plan is a general master plan that is primarily concerned with 
managing, protecting, use and development of parks.  

The plan has been developed to be responsive to the desires and needs of citizens. To gather public input a 
Citizens Planning Committee was established and a Community Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment 
Survey was conducted.  

The Illinois Department of Natural Resources, ‘A Guide to Community Park and Recreation Planning for Illinois 
Communities’ provided the framework and tools for gathering information.  

The plan was developed under the guidance of the Havana Park District’s Director of Parks and Recreation, 
Grace Mott along with the Havana Park District’s Citizens Planning Committee and Board of Directors. Lora 
Kathleen Brown, from the Cooperative Extension Service of the University of Illinois, assisted with the planning 
process and helped to develop and compile the information in the Community Planning Survey. 

The intent and ultimate result was to produce a concise and practical plan for this small rural community’s Park 
District, located in central Illinois.  

Citizens Committee 
Citizens were chosen and asked to participate, to provide the committee with a well rounded group of 
individuals that represented each of the town’s major parks (ie: Boaters, Fishermen, Hunters, Baseball, 
Gardening, Seniors, Historical experts, Parents of young children, etc.).  

The Planning Committee was composed of Randi Cowell, Randy Lindsey, Jackie Kolves, Ollie Mendenhall, 
Nathan Turner, Nancy Elliott, Randy Stockham, and Sherry Gilson.  

Each member chose data to gather for the plan. Many community members and leaders, as well as Park 
District Board and staff were interviewed as part of the Plan.  

The Master Planning process was complicated by the worldwide Covid-19 pandemic. Facebook and other 
online avenues provided much lively and productive conversation.  
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Community & Park District Profile 
 
According to the Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity data for Havana, Illinois, there 
were 3,059 people, 1276 households, and 770 families residing in the city.  The population density was 1,053 
people per square mile. As of 2019, there were 1,531 housing units with the median home value at $75,577. 
The racial makeup of the city was 97% White, 1% African American, 1% from two or more races, 1% Hispanic 
or Latino, and lastly, Asian and any other races were less than 1% combined.  
 
https://app.locationone.com/areas/communities/59ed7fc5994c2e62b62c0bca?organization=59eaba35bec80e0
9b4bbf0df&buildings:filters=%5B%5B%22railServed%22%2C%5B%22Y%22%5D%5D%5D&buildings:sort=sqf
t:high&sites:filters=%5B%5D&sites:sort=acres:high 
 
In the city, the population was spread out with 21% under the age of 19, 18% from 20 to 34, 11% from 35 to 
44, 25% from 45 to 64, and 25% who were 65 years of age or older.  The median age for males was 42 years 
and the median age for females was 47 years.  
 
The World Population Review states that 19% of Havana’s population lives below the poverty level.  The 
median income for a household in the city was $37,339. The per capita income for the city was $21,447. 
Furthermore, 62% of Havana’s households report incomes of $50,000 or less, 16% earn $50-$75, 000, 11% 
report an income of $75 - $100,000, and 11% earn $100,000 or more annually.  
 
More info:  https://datausa.io/profile/geo/havana-il#economy 
 
The Havana Park District has 13 parks including: The Chester Center Community Bldg., Riverfront Park, The 
Nature Center, Optimist Memorial Pool, Rockwell Indian Mound, Bellrose Island, Bellrose Meadows, Veterans 
Park Ballfields, 10th St. Ballfield, The Gymnasium, Rice Park, Chris Dunker Park, and Oak Grove. 
 
The Havana Park District’s boundaries cover approximately 16.64 square miles and include about 3000 
residents. The Park District currently maintains 74+ acres of existing parks. The current statewide average for 
the supply of local open space and parkland acreage according to the Illinois Recreation Facilities Inventory 
(IRFI) is approximately 11.35 acres per thousand of population for overall parkland acreage. Because HPD has 
an abundance of undeveloped parkland, this Master Plan focuses on development and usage of parks. 
 
No Community Profile would be complete without mentioning that the Havana area just lost it’s most major 
taxpayer last fall, that being the coal power plant. While only approximately 20 Havana residents lost their jobs 
in the closing, the entities that rely on real estate taxes, such as the Park District, will be hit extremely hard 
over the next five years as the power plant stops paying taxes. The Havana Park District stands to lose a fifth 
of their operating capital because of this. This is also the same five years that the minimum wage is almost 
doubling. Cutbacks are being made in staff and operating hours already. The Park District’s challenge is to 
continue to offer more programming and better facilities, while keeping operating costs down in the future.  
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Key Points:  
 

● The population density in Havana is higher than Illinois.  
● The median age in Havana is higher than Illinois. 
● In Havana, 97% of the population is Caucasian. 
● The population has been declining steadily since 1970. 

 
Review of Existing Plans 
A review of the City of Havana’s Comprehensive Plan from 2016 shows desired Action Items related to Parks 
and Recreation in the town to include: continued development and features along the Riverfront, develop 
Bellrose Meadows property and enhance the pool and programming for all ages. All of these action items are 
also in the Havana Park District’s Master Plan as well. 
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Park Amenities 
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Map of Havana Parks  
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Participation in Outdoor Recreation Activities in Illinois 
 

Activity Percentage of Adult Respondents  
(age 18 or more) Participating 

Bicycling 44.2 

Fishing 27.1 

Golfing 18.0 

In-line Skating 12.1 

Observing Wildlife/Birdwatching 40.4 

Outdoor Basketball 23.9 

Picnicking 49.2 

Pleasure Driving/Sightseeing 66.0 

Pleasure Walking 76.0 

Running/Jogging 38.2 

Soccer 5.1 

Softball/Baseball 23.4 

Swimming in an Outdoor Pool 44.3 

Tennis 9.8 

 
Note:  Activities included are those typically pursued by residents of small communities in or near to their 
community.  
 
Source:  Illinois Outdoor Recreation Activities, 1997 
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Illinois Recreation Facilities Inventory Analysis 
 

A population of 3,000 was used for the calculations.  
 
A ratio of 3000/1000 establishes a factor of 3. Thus, 3 is multiplied times the average number of facilities 
across Illinois to create a number Havana should provide based on its population. It is then shown with the 
actual.  
 

Facility Average Number in Illinois per 
1,000 Population 

Standard/Actual in Havana per 
1000 Population 

Baseball & Softball Fields .74 2.22/4 

Basketball Courts .38 1.14/5 

Fishing Piers & Docks .17 .51/5 

Golf Course (holes) 1.30 3.90/0 

Hiking path (miles) .59 1.77/3 

Picnic Shelters .83 2.49/10 

Playgrounds .78 2.34/8 

Soccer Fields .21 .63/0 

Swimming Pools .48 1.44/1 

Tennis Courts .87 2.61/2 

Volleyball Courts .19 .57/0 

 
Source:  Illinois Recreational Facilities Inventory, 1994 
 
Note:  This table can be used to compare the supply of these facilities in a community per 1,000 current 
residents and /or 1,000 estimated residents to the average statewide supply for these facilities.  
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Community Inventory - All Park Sites 
Site/Park Total 
Name  
Type  
Acreage  
Campground 1 (13 campers, 4 tent) 
Recreation Facilities  
Basketball-outdoor courts 5 

Boat & canoe access 4 

Fishing access 5 

Golf course  

In-line skating  

Play equipment  8 

Soccer fields  

Softball/baseball fields 4 

Swimming beaches  

Swimming pools 1 

Tennis courts 1 

Trails 3 

Volleyball courts  

Wildlife observation 2 

Other:  Archery Range                Bleachers                Concessions                Batting Cage 

1    8    2    1 

Amenities  

Benches 20 

Community center/Indoor facilities 4 

Grills  13 

Picnic tables 68 

Restrooms 19 

Shelters 10 

Water fountains 4 

Other:  Locker Room                Park Fit Workout Facilities  
1    1 

Special Features  

Archaeological sites 1 

Historical site & structures 2 

Lakes or ponds  

Prairie remnants  

Rivers or streams Illinois River 

Wetlands  

Woodlots/forests  

Other: Indian Mound    Stage - Seating 
1    1 

Note: For Type of Site or Park, use the following code:  
N=Neighborhood park (serves part of community; usually within a ½ mile radius 
C=Community park (serves entire community) 
O=Other 
For Amount, use an appropriate measure, e.g., number of, miles of, number of holes, 
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Analysis of Existing Parks 
The Gymnasium 
Havana School District gave the town’s old school Gymnasium to the Park District for programming 
and rentals in 1997. The beautiful old building stays very busy in the fall, winter and spring hosting 
everything from basketball to nerf gun wars. It is also rented most every Saturday and Sunday during 
those months for birthday parties and community events. There is a full sized basketball court with 
bleachers and a stage on the main floor and rooms for fitness classes in the basement.  
 
Maintenance and HVAC for this old building are a challenge but a new roof and remodeled 
bathrooms have recently been completed. Lack of air conditioning restricts this building’s use during 
the summer. 
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Site Inventory 

Park/Site Name: Gymnasium Type: C  
Acreage ___________________ Managing Agency ___________________________ 
 

Recreation Facility Amount Condition/Accessibility Comments 
Basketball-outdoor courts 1   

Boat & canoe access     

Fishing access    

Golf course    

In-line skating    

Play equipment     

Soccer fields    
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Softball/baseball fields    

Swimming beaches    

Swimming pools    

Tennis courts    

Trails    

Volleyball courts    

Wildlife observation    

Other:     

Amenities    

Benches    

Community center    

Indoor facilities 1   

Grills     

Picnic tables    

Restrooms 3   

Shelters    

Water fountains 1   

Other     

Special Features    

Archaeological sites    

Historical site & structures    

Lakes or ponds    

Prairie remnants    

Rivers or streams    

Wetlands    

Woodlots/forests    

Other:     

 
Note: For Type of Site or Park, use the following code:  
N=Neighborhood park (serves part of community; usually within a ½ mile radius 
C=Community park (serves entire community) 
O=Other 
 
For Amount, use an appropriate measure, e.g., number of, miles of, number of holes, 
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Accessibility Checklist 
Gymnasium  

 

1. Is parking in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)? Yes 

2. Does a path of travel from parking, street or sidewalk to the recreation area or facility exist and meet 
ADA requirements? Yes 

3. Are conveniences (e.g. water fountains) along the path of travel accessible? N/A 

4. Does the entrance meet ADA requirements? Yes 

5. Are use areas (e.g. ball fields, spectator areas, concessions, passive areas) able to be used by a 
person with a disability? Yes 

6. Are use areas designed to encourage and maximize interaction among people with and without 
disabilities? Yes 

7. Can existing facilities and experiences be modified for use by persons with a disability? Have such 
modifications been made? Yes, Yes 

8. Does the surfacing allow unassisted, unimpeded travel by a person in a wheelchair? Yes 

9. When an area and facility is not readily accessible to and usable by a person with a disability is another 
area or facility providing similar experiences nearby and accessible? N/A 

10. Do all ramps longer than 6 feet have railings on both sides? Yes 
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Analysis of Existing Parks 
Optimist Memorial Pool 
Optimist Pool was built in the early 1950’s and given to the Park District by the local Optimist Group in 
approximately 1990. Everyone in town has a love for this community pool that they all grew up 
spending their summers at. The world is a different place in 2020, however, and the pool requires 
some much needed updates done to it. In 2020, extensive work will be done to the cracks in the bowl 
of the pool which will go a long way towards extending the life of the pool.  
 
Two recent DCEO grants were submitted that the Park District has high hopes of getting, that will add 
shade and places to sit at the pool, both of which have been highly requested by the Community. A 
diving board would be replaced and work would be done to the locker room, making it brighter and 
adding a slip resistant floor covering.  
 
The Master Plan process also brought the lack of designated handicapped parking at the pool to our 
attention, which will now be remedied.  
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Site Inventory 
Park/Site Name: Optimist Pool Type: C  _______ 
Acreage ___________________ Managing Agency ___________________________ 
 

Recreation Facility Amount Condition/Accessibility Comments 
Basketball-outdoor courts    

Boat & canoe access     

Fishing access    

Golf course    

In-line skating    

Play equipment     

Soccer fields    

Softball/baseball fields    

Swimming beaches    

Swimming pools 1   

Tennis courts    

Trails    

Volleyball courts    

Wildlife observation    

Other:     

Amenities    

Benches    

Community center    

Indoor facilities 1   

Grills     

Picnic tables 5   

Restrooms 2   

Shelters    

Water fountains 1   

Other:  Locker Room  ✔    

Special Features    

Archaeological sites    

Historical site & structures    

Lakes or ponds    

Prairie remnants    

Rivers or streams    

Wetlands    

Woodlots/forests    

Other:     

Note: For Type of Site or Park, use the following code:  
N=Neighborhood park (serves part of community; usually within a ½ mile radius 
C=Community park (serves entire community) 
O=Other 
 
For Amount, use an appropriate measure, e.g., number of, miles of, number of holes,  
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Accessibility Checklist 
Optimist Memorial Pool 

 

1. Is parking in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)? No 

2. Does a path of travel from parking, street or sidewalk to the recreation area or facility exist and meet 
ADA requirements? Yes 

3. Are conveniences (e.g. water fountains) along the path of travel accessible? N/A 

4. Does the entrance meet ADA requirements? Yes 

5. Are use areas (e.g. ball fields, spectator areas, concessions, passive areas) able to be used by a 
person with a disability? Yes 

6. Are use areas designed to encourage and maximize interaction among people with and without 
disabilities? Yes 

7. Can existing facilities and experiences be modified for use by persons with a disability? Have such 
modifications been made? Yes, Yes 

8. Does the surfacing allow unassisted, unimpeded travel by a person in a wheelchair? No 

9. When an area and facility is not readily accessible to and usable by a person with a disability is another 
area or facility providing similar experiences nearby and accessible? N/A 

10. Do all ramps longer than 6 feet have railings on both sides? N/A 
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Analysis of Existing Parks 
The Chester Center & Rice Park 

 
 
The Chester Center is the home of the Havana Park District’s main office and Park Fit fitness center. 
The Chester Center also features a recreation room that is used for programs such as yoga and 
stretchersize, has a lounge area for teens & families, and is also available for rentals. 
 
The NEW Chester Center opened in 2018. It is the replacement building for the previous Chester 
Center that was lost due to a fire in 2015 and is located in Rice Park.  
 
Rice Park has two playgrounds, two shelters, three basketball and two tennis courts. Also, 2020 will 
see new resurfacing done to both the Chester Center basketball courts and one tennis court. The 
other tennis court will be turned into two pickleball courts and resurfaced as well. These facilities get 
an amazing amount of use and the Community looks forward to the new courts. Some day, the 
District would like to add lighting to those courts for nighttime play.  
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Site Inventory 
 
Park/Site Name:  Rice Park  & Chester Center Type: C______ 
Acreage ___________________ Managing Agency ___________________________ 
 

Recreation Facility Amount Condition/Accessibility Comments 
Basketball-outdoor courts 3  Being resurfaced 2020  

Boat & canoe access     

Fishing access    

Golf course    

In-line skating    

Play equipment  2   

Soccer fields    

Softball/baseball fields    

Swimming beaches    

Swimming pools    

Tennis courts 1   

Trails    

Volleyball courts    

Wildlife observation    

Other:  Pickleball Courts 2   

Amenities    

Benches 6   

Community center 1   

Indoor facilities 1   

Grills  2   

Picnic tables 9   

Restrooms 3   

Shelters 1   

Water fountains 1   

Other: Park Fit/Workout Facilities  1   

Special Features    

Archaeological sites    

Historical site & structures    

Lakes or ponds    

Prairie remnants    

Rivers or streams    

Wetlands    

Woodlots/forests    

Other:     

Note: For Type of Site or Park, use the following code:  
N=Neighborhood park (serves part of community; usually within a ½ mile radius 
C=Community park (serves entire community) 
O=Other 
 
For Amount, use an appropriate measure, e.g., number of, miles of, number of holes,  
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Accessibility Checklist 
Chester Center  

 

1. Is parking in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)? Yes 

2. Does a path of travel from parking, street or sidewalk to the recreation area or facility exist and meet 
ADA requirements? Yes 

3. Are conveniences (e.g. water fountains) along the path of travel accessible? Yes 

4. Does the entrance meet ADA requirements? Yes 

5. Are use areas (e.g. ball fields, spectator areas, concessions, passive areas) able to be used by a 
person with a disability? Yes, most 

6. Are use areas designed to encourage and maximize interaction among people with and without 
disabilities? No 

7. Can existing facilities and experiences be modified for use by persons with a disability? Have such 
modifications been made? Yes, modifications made. 

8. Does the surfacing allow unassisted, unimpeded travel by a person in a wheelchair? Yes 

9. When an area and facility is not readily accessible to and usable by a person with a disability is another 
area or facility providing similar experiences nearby and accessible? Yes  

10. Do all ramps longer than 6 feet have railings on both sides? N/A 
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Analysis of Existing Parks 
Riverfront Park & The Nature Center 

Havana Park District’s Riverfront Park encompasses five blocks 
along the Illinois River. The Park begins at Main St., where the 
brick road entrance drives under a walkbridge into the Park.  
 
Riverfront Park consists of a beautiful Nature Center, two large 
playgrounds, three shelters, three boat ramps, a large pier, a 13 
site Riverfront campground, an outdoor theater/stage, a hiking trail, 
bathrooms and plenty of parking with a scenic view. Community 
members and visitors often rent the Nature Center, a camp site, or 
a shelter for a family picnic.  
 
Riverfront Park is the Park District’s most visited Park by far and 
residents have been requesting more active recreation 
opportunities there, such as adult outdoor fitness equipment, a roof 

on the stage, concession stand, and a community fire pit. The Park District is also considering rental 
units at this Park. Increasing river levels always need to be considered and do restrict use of some of 
the Park during flooding situations.  
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Site Inventory 
Park/Site Name:  Riverfront Park Type:  C  
Acreage ___________________ Managing Agency ___________________________ 
 

Recreation Facility Amount Condition/Accessibility Comments 
Basketball-outdoor courts    

Boat & canoe access  4   

Fishing access 3   

Golf course    

In-line skating    

Play equipment  2   

Soccer fields    

Softball/baseball fields    

Swimming beaches    

Swimming pools    

Tennis courts    

Trails 1   

Volleyball courts    

Wildlife observation ✔    

Other:  Campground 13 sites water/electric     4 tent  

  

Amenities    

Benches 10   

Community center/Nature Center 1   

Indoor facilities 1   

Grills  8   

Picnic tables 45   

Restrooms 5   

Shelters 5   

Water fountains    

Other:  Fishing Pier  1   

Special Features    

Archaeological sites    

Historical site & structures    

Lakes or ponds    

Prairie remnants    

Rivers or streams Illinois River   

Wetlands    

Woodlots/forests ✔    

Other: Stage w/ seating 
   

Note: For Type of Site or Park, use the following code:  
N=Neighborhood park (serves part of community; usually within a ½ mile radius 
C=Community park (serves entire community) 
O=Other 
For Amount, use an appropriate measure, e.g., number of, miles of, number of holes, 
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Accessibility Checklist 
Riverfront Park 

 

1. Is parking in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)? Yes 

2. Does a path of travel from parking, street or sidewalk to the recreation area or facility exist and meet 
ADA requirements? Yes to building, No to playground 

3. Are conveniences (e.g. water fountains) along the path of travel accessible? Yes 

4. Does the entrance meet ADA requirements? Yes 

5. Are use areas (e.g. ball fields, spectator areas, concessions, passive areas) able to be used by a 
person with a disability? Yes to building, No to playground 

6. Are use areas designed to encourage and maximize interaction among people with and without 
disabilities? No 

7. Can existing facilities and experiences be modified for use by persons with a disability? No Have such 
modifications been made? No 

8. Does the surfacing allow unassisted, unimpeded travel by a person in a wheelchair? Yes to building, no 
to playground. 

9. When an area and facility is not readily accessible to and usable by a person with a disability is another 
area or facility providing similar experiences nearby and accessible? Yes 

10. Do all ramps longer than 6 feet have railings on both sides? N/A 
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Analysis of Existing Parks 
Veterans Park 
Veterans Park is a 24 acre ballfield park at the edge of Havana. This Park offers three baseball and 
softball fields, run by the Havana Youth League (one field lit at night). Veterans Park also has batting 
cages, archery targets, a highly used disc golf course, a playground, a concession stand, bathrooms, 
and a walking path for exercising.  
 
Veterans Park requires a lot of time mowing and providing other maintenance services during the 
summertime and the Park District is exploring other ways to utilize the Park as our budget is 
tightening due to the loss of our power plant. This Park is, however, well used and loved by the 
Community. 
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Site Inventory 
Park/Site Name:  Veterans Park Type: C 
Acreage ___________________ Managing Agency ___________________________ 
 

Recreation Facility Amount Condition/Accessibility Comments 
Basketball-outdoor courts    

Boat & canoe access     

Fishing access    

Golf course    

In-line skating    

Play equipment  1   

Soccer fields    

Softball/baseball fields 3   

Swimming beaches    

Swimming pools    

Tennis courts    

Trails    

Volleyball courts 1   

Wildlife observation    

Other:  Archery range                Bleachers                 Scoreboard/lights    

1    6    2 

  

Amenities    

Benches    

Community center    

Indoor facilities-Concessions 1   

Grills     

Picnic tables    

Restrooms 2   

Shelters    

Water fountains    

Other: Batting Cages  1   

Special Features    

Archaeological sites    

Historical site & structures    

Lakes or ponds    

Prairie remnants    

Rivers or streams    

Wetlands    

Woodlots/forests    

Other:     

Note: For Type of Site or Park, use the following code:  
N=Neighborhood park (serves part of community; usually within a ½ mile radius 
C=Community park (serves entire community) 
O=Other 
For Amount, use an appropriate measure, e.g., number of, miles of, number of holes,  
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Accessibility Checklist 
Veterans Park 

 

1. Is parking in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)? Yes 

2. Does a path of travel from parking, street or sidewalk to the recreation area or facility exist and meet 
ADA requirements? Yes 

3. Are conveniences (e.g. water fountains) along the path of travel accessible? Yes 

4. Does the entrance meet ADA requirements? N/A 

5. Are use areas (e.g. ball fields, spectator areas, concessions, passive areas) able to be used by a 
person with a disability? Yes 

6. Are use areas designed to encourage and maximize interaction among people with and without 
disabilities? Yes 

7. Can existing facilities and experiences be modified for use by persons with a disability? Have such 
modifications been made? Yes, Yes 

8. Does the surfacing allow unassisted, unimpeded travel by a person in a wheelchair? Yes, most does. 

9. When an area and facility is not readily accessible to and usable by a person with a disability is another 
area or facility providing similar experiences nearby and accessible? Yes 

10. Do all ramps longer than 6 feet have railings on both sides? N/A 
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Analysis of Existing Parks 
Bellrose Island & Bellrose Meadows 
Bellrose Island is a 45 acre island consisting of forests and wetlands, sitting along the Illinois River. It 
is located two blocks north of the Havana Nature Center and has wonderful hiking trails and views but 
is often inundated with water as river levels rise.  
 
Bellrose Meadows is the Park District’s newest purchase and the property connects to Bellrose 
Island.  Plans are underway for a Community Garden and a Pollinator Garden on this property. There 
is also a slough located on the property at which the Park District would like to explore kayaking 
rentals/classes in the future.  
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Analysis of Existing Parks 
Rockwell Mound 
As it stands today, Rockwell Mound is the second largest Indian mound in the Midwest, covering 
nearly two acres and standing fourteen feet high. The mound has been listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places since 1987. There is an old pavilion on the top of this large hill, a playground and 
two shelters.  
 
Renovation of the old pavilion is needed soon if it is to remain standing and usable.  

 
Oak Grove 
Oak Grove sits on the site of an old elementary school in town. You can still see the old steps up to 
the building and the old ‘kindergarten building’, constructed when the building was getting too small. 
The newer Havana Water Tower is also located on this property. Currently, the District’s Maintenance 
barn is located on part of the property. 
 
This Park needs new playground facilities.  
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Analysis of Existing Parks 
Chris Dunker Park 
This park has a full size court basketball court with an open field to throw a football around. It also 
allows room for an outside birthday party under the shelter. The park was formally dedicated as Chris 
Dunker Park recently, after the town’s beloved elementary school principal, who was lost too soon.  
 
The Park District is currently looking at options for better use at this park after a volleyball court was 
removed.  
 

 
 
10th Street Ballfield 
This park offers a ball field 200 feet in length with a playground and shelter south of the field. The ball 
field is well used. The playground needs updated equipment.  
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Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment 
The Havana Park District received 182 completed online Community Surveys and 10 completed print 
Community Surveys. Much feedback was also given on a string of Facebook posts meant to gather opinions 
from the Community.  
 
Needs Identified by the Community 
Handicapped accessible playground 
Playground equipment for those under 3 
Outdoor exercise equipment for adults at river 
Concession stand at river 
Handicapped parking at pool 
Improvements needed to pool/locker room 
Splash Pad 
Dog Park 
Community Gardens 
Pollinator Gardens with hiking trail 
Top on stage for music 
Lights at basketball/tennis courts 
Biking/walking trails 
 
Issues Identified by the Community 
Need more handicapped accessible play areas 
New and expanded recreation programs 
Better brochure distribution 
Rockwell Pavilion needs floor and painting 
Friends of the Park District Foundation established 
Indoor pool / fitness track desired by residents 
Income generating facilities (teepees or other rental units, electric to big dock for boats) 
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Goals, Objectives & Strategies Identified 
 
Goals are numbered, followed by Objectives and then you will find Strategies identified for reaching 
those goals and objectives.  

 
 

1. Renovate Optimist Memorial Pool 
○ Recently applied for DCEO Pool Renovation grant 

■ If received, work with contractors to complete project before the 2021 season 
 

2. To develop Bellrose Meadows’ into a Community Garden and a Pollinator Garden 
○ Work with Extension to develop active Community Gardens 

■ Install shallow well for watering 
■ Start Community Volunteer Group for Gardens 
■ Work with Extension to hold classes and plant first season 

 
○ Develop a Pollinator Garden 

■ Identify funding sources for seeds 
■ Identify volunteers to till area and plant 
■ Mow hiking path through garden 

 
○ Develop Overlook north of Slough 

■ Work with Coal Dock neighbor for development options 
 

3. Continue to develop active recreation opportunities at Riverfront Park 
○ Provide a top to the stage for musicians to play 

■ Work with local contractor for estimate 
 

○ Acquire outdoor exercise equipment along hiking trail 
■ Investigate new outdoor exercise equipment options 

 
○ Sell concessions at Nature Center or near stage during events 

■ Investigate converting Riverfront Information Center into Concession stand 
■ Determine whether PD runs or leases out concessions 

 
○ Install electric at large dock for transient slip rentals 

■ Communicate with Army Corp about installing electric 
■ Apply for OSLAD grant for large Riverfront Project 
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4. To provide better accessibility at all parks and develop at least one accessible playground. 
○ Provide handicapped parking at pool 

■ Analyze correct location for handicapped parking and install 
 

○ Acquire and develop one completely accessible playground 
■ Identify and access potential sites for ADA playground 
■ Analyze potential funding sources for playground 

 
5. Increase programming for all ages and provide better distribution of brochures 

○ Provide better programming for all age ranges 
■ Look at other Park District programming 
■ Advertise for and hire more instructors for additional classes 

 
○ Develop website into better information provider for programming 

■ Develop new website with more information and online payments 
■ Promote website as information source 

 
6. To preserve the historic pavilion at Rockwell Mound 

○ Contact National Preservation of Historic Places for guidance 
○ Fix the floor and paint Rockwell Mound Pavilion 

■ Organize historically interested volunteer group 
■ Investigate funding sources for renovation 

 
7. To establish a non-profit arm of the Havana Park District to solicit donations 

○ Establish a Foundation or non-profit Committee  
■ Determine best way to proceed to achieve goal 
■ Set up governing Board  

 
○ Pursue donations from community 

■ Inform Community that Foundation exists 
■ Attend local organizations and present about Park District 

 
8. Develop income generating rental units at the Riverfront  

○ Consider rental teepees at Riverfront Park 
■ Investigate and apply for grant for rental units 
■ Work with local contractor to install/build units 
■ Promote rental opportunities outside our area 

 
9. Develop a Dog Park 

○ Decide which Park to develop a Dog Park at and do so 
■ Establish a volunteer group of interested Community members 
■ Analyze potential funding sources or donations 
■ Work with volunteers and local businesses to keep active 
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Vision Statement 
Over the next ten years, the Havana Park District will be challenged by a cut of at least a fifth of their budget 
with the loss of the local power plant. However, the town’s downtown was recently renovated and many new 
businesses have opened their doors. Residents are recharged by the increase in shopping options. Havana is 
situated on the Illinois River and it is a community of people who love the River and love good old fashioned 
family fun like baseball, basketball, boating, and community gatherings. Consequently, our Parks are very 
heavily used. Havana has a rich history and the Park District’s holdings even include Illinois’ second largest 
standing Indian Mound. Residents in Havana understand that parks and recreation are a critical element of a 
community’s quality of life and are always looking to improve their recreation options.  
 
It is the challenge of the Havana Park District to find ways to expand recreation opportunities with a decreasing 
budget. Because property taxes are high, a referendum for an increase is not a viable option. The Havana 
Park District Board prefers to find ways to offset costs by user fees, bringing income in from out of town 
visitors, and increasing unique recreation opportunities in our town as well as taking advantage of our 
wonderful Riverfront.  
 
The Havana Park District also has a large new park called Bellrose Meadows that is completely undeveloped. 
The District’s relatively new Director has had a wonderfully positive response to the ideas of a Community 
Garden and a Pollinator Garden from the Community and many volunteers have offered help. The Planning 
process also helped to identify deficiencies that need remedying such as lack of accessible playgrounds and 
renovations needed to our Community Pool. 
 
In 2030, Havana will be proud to be a community that has pulled together and has made a name for itself for 
promoting it’s Riverfront and it’s unique Native American heritage.   Parks will be bustling with happy people 
enjoying: 
 

● A renovated pool facility that both children and adults enjoy using 
● A beautiful Pollinator Garden with a walking trail and a busy Community Garden producing fresh 

vegetables and a renewed camaraderie 
● More complete accessibility throughout the Parks as well as an accessible playground 
● A more active Riverfront with musicians playing, concession sales, adults using outdoor rec equipment 

alongside children, Art in the Park, and boats using the docks 
● Residents involved in increased programming options 
● Renewed Community gatherings at the historic Rockwell Mound 
● An active group of volunteers helping to expand the Park District’s offerings 
● Scout groups and families spending a weekend in town, spending the night in unique Teepees 
● Even the dogs will be happier in Havana, having an approved place to run and meet new friends! 
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ADDENDUM
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